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There ars at present about 50.000 Vietnamese, lLaotiar and Cambodian troops
in indochina under French control.

20
(as

(v)

(e)

000 troops are 1n Cochinchina, subdivided into the following groups:

The Than Binh (12,000 of the total in Cochinchine). These troops were
recruited from the Vietnamese population after the reconquest of the
principal cities in Cochinchine by the French. These troops were
trained and commanded by French and essimilsted French cadres.™ They
are paid {roa funds of the French Union.

The Cao-Dai, Hoa Hac, Birh Xuyen (6,000 of the fotal in Cochinchina).
These troops revolted egainst the Viet Minh and joined the French,
They are pertly armed end paid by the French, but still retain their
own cadres.

The Catholic Army (2,000 of the total number in Cochinchina). This
Army was created by the French in order to protect the Catholics from
the oppression of the Viet Minh. The troops are armed by the Freach
and supported by the Church. The cadres are French, naturalized French
or Furasians.

Annam or Central Vietnam (12,500 troops)

(a)

{e)

Viet Binh Doan (60F of the number in Annam}. This Army was called Ve
quoc Doan in 1248, It was created by the Franch aftor the latter rscon=
quered the important cities of Contral Vietnem. Capiein Tigoyen NHgou Le
has been in comrand of the Army winee 1948, This Army hes just
produced 500 non-coms and 60 gecond 1lientenants. It is armed by the
French end paid ru: [{unws of the French Unmion.

Bao Ve Doan (20% of thé number in Anpam). This Army served under the
French flags together with the Troupes .oloniasles. Cadres are Frinch
oot Tor a few favored Vietnamese. ) :

The Mountasineers (20% of the number in Annam). These are recruited from
among the minority groups in Annem. The cadres are French and native.
They are entirely armed and paid by the French and are considered as

the most loyal and efficient. ’
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Tonkin or Worthern Vietnam (10,000 troops).

(&) Nghia dung Doan (30% of tho troops in Tonkin) These are recruited
from among the population in French-held gones, They are armed by
the French and supported by the population.

{b} The Viet Binh (60% of the mumber in Tonkin). These served in the
French expeditionery forces. Officers are Freach,

{e) The Mountaineers (10% of the total troeps in Tonkin) Recruited amons
the Tho Man, Meo and the populetion of the Highlands of Tonkin, Offi«
czers are French. They are armed and paid by the Freach,

Cambodia (15% of 50,000) This native Aray is ccmpored of former tireilleurs in
the Gochinchina-Cambodia Division before the War. They are ermed ana paid
by the French Union. Cadres ars French armd a few favored Cambodians.

Laos (10% of 50,000) The native army in laos consiste of former ghgsgeurs
in the Annam-laos Brigede. They are armed by the French and paid by the
French., Most of the officers are French and gome are Cambodians who have
been recrultad and trained by the Fronch.*®

The laotians are sent to fight the Viet Minh in Annam., The French used to
tell them that if they did not fight, Lacs would bscome a Vietnauese colony.

The Cambodlsna are used to fight the Viet Mirh in Cochinchina. To persuade
them to fight, the French say that the whole of Cochinchina was part of
Cambodia and that good Cambodians must reconquer it #t*

Bao Dai's troops fight the Viet Minh in sume places, Ia Cochinchima, for
instance, the Cao-Dai, Hoa Fao and Binh Xuyen create much more trouble for
the Viet Minh than the French.

At present, the treining of combatants and cadres in the Baoc<Dail Army ia
as follows: 3 months for the privates, from 3 to 5 months for non-coms,
and 6 to & months for officera. The latter are recruited from among thoss
who have at least their diplomes d'etudes primeires superieuras,#*HH

According to reports from the French military authorities in Indochina to
the French Cabinet, thers are not ~enough arms and apmunition to supply the
local troops in Indochina.

The Cao-Dai, Hom lao and Binh-Iuyen are more "bandits® than soldiers, They
avall themselves of the troubled situations toc plunder and rape the popuis-
tion. Their morale is very low, as cven the French High Command in Indo-
china admit. Most fight to earn a living and some are ready tc dosart to
the Viet Minh, once their families are safe from French reprisal.

:l Comment. In the French Army the non-coms and the officers are called
cadres,

[ JGomment. The French have picked these offivers especially for their
brutality.

Comment. Even the pro-French and the Bao-Dani do not 1like the idea of
having the "stupid" Laotians and Cambodlans como and pillage in Vietnam. Wost
people think the French will have to change these tactics of using Combodians
to fight Vietnamese and vice versa .

Gomment: Before the war a Vietnamese who wanted to become an officer
in the French Army must bave had the baccslaurest metronolitsin and receive

at least one year trail
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